
HOW TO READ THIS GUIDE:
Tree moves from LEFT to RIGHT. 

Lines represent decision trees made up of 
user prompts in blue text and answer choices 

in black text. Every tree branch terminates 
with an assessment of permit requirement 

(terminal red or green text) or external guidance.

START
How are materials 
being imported?

Commercial Carrier (i.e., 
items are being shipped 
for transport)

Hand carried by an 
individual entering the 
United States (i.e., items 
brought into the United 
States by a traveler via 
land, sea, or air at a port 
of entry)

Provide guidance on not 
concealing in checked 
luggage and declaring to 
customs. Require user to 
click “Acknowledge” to 
proceed.

What is the source of the 
item(s) being imported?

Human

What human 
material is being 
imported?

Bodily fluids, 
tissues, organs, or 
body parts

What purpose will 
the material be 
used for?

Diagnostic testing

Research

Are the materials 
suspected to 
contain the 
following agents?

Poliovirus or enteroviruses PERMIT REQUIRED Guidance: Poliovirus Containment

Serotype H7N9 Avian 
influenza A virus

PERMIT REQUIRED Guidance: IP Gram 6/05/2017

Helminths (nematodes, 
trematodes, cestodes)

PERMIT 
NOT
REQUIRED

No

Suspected to contain 
human infectious agent? Yes

PERMIT
REQUIRED

No NOT
REQUIRED

Nucleic Acids

Suspected to contain 
human infectious agent? Yes

PERMIT
REQUIRED

No NOT
REQUIRED

Therapeutic

Is the material 
an organ for 
transplant?

No

Are the materials for use 
in humans and ready to 
be administered in the 
form being imported? 

Yes

Has the material 
received either IND or 
full approval status from 
the FDA? Yes

Are the materials

Replication 
competent 
vector

PERMIT
REQUIRED Guidance: 42 CFR 71.54

Replication 
incompetent 
vector

NOT
REQUIRED Guidance: 42 CFR 71.54

No

No

Suspected to contain 
human infectious agent? Yes

PERMIT
REQUIRED

No NOT
REQUIRED

Yes

Organ(s) for 
transplant

Will the organ be 
transplanted into a human? 

Guidance: Organ Donation 
and Transplantation Yes

NOT
REQUIRED

Guidance: Organ Donation 
and Transplantation

No

Suspected to contain 
human infectious agent?

Yes
PERMIT
REQUIRED

No NOT
REQUIRED

Intact 
corpse/deceased 
individuals

Have the remains 
undergone any of 
the following?

Cremation
NOT
REQUIRED

Embalming by a 
licensed 
mortuary/mortician

NOT
REQUIRED

Guidance: Importing Human Remains

No

Suspected to contain 
human infectious agent?

Yes PERMIT
REQUIRED Guidance: Importing Human Remains

No NOT 
REQUIRED

Animal
What is being imported?

Guidance: 
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/
animal-products.html

Bodily fluids, 
tissues, organs, or 
body parts

Animal remains or 
trophies

Have the materials been 
rendered noninfectious?

Yes

Do the materials come from 
a rodent of African origin?

Guidance: African Rodents

Yes Guidance: African Rodents

No Guidance: African Rodents

No

Do the materials come 
from any of the 
following animals?

Non-human 
primates

PERMIT
REQUIRED Guidance: 42 CFR 71.5442 CFR 71.53(t)

Bats
PERMIT
REQUIRED Guidance: Bats | Bringing an Animal into U.S. | Importation | CDC

African 
rodents

Suspected to contain 
human infectious agent?

Yes PERMIT REQUIRED Guidance: African Rodents

No Guidance: African Rodents

No

Suspected to contain 
human infectious agent?

Yes PERMIT
REQUIRED

No NOT
REQUIRED

Arthropods

Are the 
arthropods 
suspected to 
contain human 
infectious 
agents?

YES
Are the arthropods…

Live 
arthropods

PERMIT
REQUIRED Guidance 42 CFR 71.54

Dead 
arthropods

PERMIT
REQUIRED Guidance 42 CFR 71.54

Arthropod 
body parts

PERMIT
REQUIRED Guidance 42 CFR 71.54

NO PERMIT NOT 
REQUIRED

Live animal(s)

Are the live animals 
any of the following?

The CDC Import Permit Program DOES NOT 
handle the importation of live animals 
(exception: bats.) All questions should be
directed to the CDC Division of Global 
Migration and Quarantine 
at cdcanimalimports@cdc.gov.

Guidance: Bringing an animal into the US

Dogs
Guidance: Bringing an animal into the US

Helminths 
(nematodes, 
trematodes, 
cestodes)

PERMIT 
NOT
REQUIRED

Guidance: USDA APHIS | Imports and Exports

Bats

Which best describes the 
shipment of live bats?

Importing from 
overseas

PERMIT
REQUIRED

Transporting
bats from one 
state to another

Were the live bats 
imported at any time 
from overseas?

Yes
PERMIT
REQUIRED

Guidance: Bats | Bringing an Animal into U.S. 
| Importation | CDC

No NOT
REQUIRED

No Guidance: Bringing an animal into the US

Laboratory 
derived

What is being 
imported?

Isolated/purified
bacteria, virus, 
fungus, and/or 
prions

Is the sample being imported 
a Select Agent or Toxin?

Yes FORM 2
Guidance: APHIS/CDC Form 2: Request to 
Transfer Select Agents and Toxins | Forms | 
Federal Select Agent Program

No

Is the agent capable of 
infecting humans ?

Yes
PERMIT
REQUIRED

No NOT
REQUIRED

Isolated virus

Are any of the 
following 
viruses being 
imported?

Undetermined 
enteroviruses that may 
include Poliovirus or 
Poliovirus

PERMIT REQUIRED Guidance: Poliovirus Containment

Replication deficient viral 
vector

Is the agent capable of infecting humans?
Yes

PERMIT
REQUIRED

No NOT
REQUIRED

H7N9 strain avian Influenza 
A virus

PERMIT REQUIRED Guidance: IP Gram 6/05/2017
USDA APHIS | Imports and Exports

No
Is the sample being imported a Select Agent or Toxin?

Yes FORM 2
Guidance: APHIS/CDC Form 2: 
Request to Transfer Select Agents 
and Toxins | Forms | Federal Select 
Agent Program

No

Is the agent capable of 
infecting humans ?

Yes
PERMIT
REQUIRED

No NOT
REQUIRED

Eukaryotic cell 
line(s)

What type of cell line is being imported?

Commercially available cell 
line (i.e. HEK 293 or Vero 
cells)

Suspected to contain 
human infectious agent?

Yes
PERMIT
REQUIRED

No NOT
REQUIRED

Genetically modified 
cells derived from a 
commercially available 
cell line

Were viral vectors (i.e., lentivirus) 
used for cell line engineering/genetic 
modification?

Yes

Are the viral vectors 
suspected to still be present 
and infectious to humans in 
the cells being imported?

Yes
PERMIT
REQUIRED

No

No

Suspected to contain 
human infectious agent?

Yes
PERMIT
REQUIRED

No NOT
REQUIRED

Novel (de novo) cell line

Were the cells derived 
from any of the following?

Non-human primates

Bats

PERMIT
REQUIRED

Humans

No

Suspected to contain 
human infectious agent?

Yes
PERMIT
REQUIRED

No NOT
REQUIRED

Nucleic acids

Is the material any of 
the following?

Guidance: Poliovirus 
Containment: Full-length RNA or 
cDNA that includes capsid 
sequences: Guidance for 
Laboratories | CDC

DNA

What type of DNA is 
being imported?

Bulk genomic or
complementary 
DNA (cDNA))

NOT
REQUIRED

Genomic vector 
(i.e., plasmids)

Does the genomic vector 
encode for an agent 
infectious to humans?

Yes

Are the 
materials…

Replication 
competent 
vector

PERMIT
REQUIRED Guidance: 42 CFR 71.54

NOT
REQUIRED Guidance: 42 CFR 71.54

Replication 
incompetent 
vectorNo

NOT
REQUIRED Guidance: 42 CFR 71.54

No

Does the genomic vector 
encode of an agent 
infectious to humans?

Yes
PERMIT
REQUIRED

No NOT
REQUIRED

RNA

What type of RNA is 
being imported?

Positive stranded (+) RNA capable of 
producing biological agents that are 
infectious to humans

PERMIT
REQUIRED

Negative stranded (-) RNA NOT
REQUIRED

Vaccines, drugs, or 
reagents

Has the material received 
any of the following from 
the FDA in the form being 
imported?

Full approval 
status

NOT
REQUIRED
(FDA oversight)

Guidance: Vaccines 
Licensed for Use in the 
United States | FDA

Investigational 
New Drug 
(IND) status

Does the genomic vector 
encode for an agent 
infectious to humans?

Yes
Are the materials…

Replication 
competent

PERMIT
REQUIRED Guidance 42 CFR 71.54

Replication 
incompetent

NOT
REQUIRED Guidance 42 CFR 71.54

No

Are the materials 
Suspected to contain 
human infectious agent? Yes PERMIT

REQUIRED

No NOT
REQUIRED

No

Are the materials Suspected to 
contain human infectious agent?

Yes
PERMIT
REQUIRED

No NOT
REQUIRED

Environment 
(soil, sewage, 
water,)

Suspected to contain 
human infectious agent?

Yes

Are the materials suspected to 
contain enteroviruses or poliovirus?

Yes
PERMIT
REQUIRED Guidance: Poliovirus Containment

No PERMIT
REQUIRED

No NOT
REQUIRED

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/organisms_and_vectors/newasian-lineage-h7n9-requirements.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-42/chapter-I/subchapter-F/part-71/subpart-F/section-71.54
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https://data.hrsa.gov/topics/health-systems/organ-donation#:%7E:text=HRSA%27s%20Health%20Systems%20Bureau%20manages,the%20most%20appropriate%20therapeutic%20treatment
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